3 8      PROBLEM OF INDIVIDUALITY   LECT.

But what are we to do if we want to account for
the material limitations of life and yet at the same
time introduce some kind of becoming that is alien
to what we know from inorganic Nature ? There is
but one way left open to us, it seems to me ; and this
is the hypothesis that the non-mechanical agent at
work in life may suspend such kind of happening
as would occur if not so suspended, such as, in
other words,-is possible on account of pre-established
" uncompensated differences of intensities of energy/'
or whatever you choose to call the necessary conditions
of purely inorganic processes. Here we have at once
a very specified non-mechanical kind of happening,
and yet it enables us to understand the limits of
regulability. Entelechy is bound to material con-
ditions, not for its existence but in its effects. The
so-called material continuity of life now means simply
that there are certain areas of matter, certain material
systems, embracing an enormous number of possi-
bilities of happening in the form of differences of
" potential," to use a technical term, certain material
systems that are permanently under the control of
entelechy.

Where this controlling action on the part of
entelechy comes from, we do not know at all. We
are therefore absolutely unable to say anything whatever
about the origin of life. Life is there, and is trans-
ferred from generation to generation in material
continuity; and this material continuity means a
continuity of systems under control.

All this is very abstract and general; it may be
more easily understood if we look once more at the